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eddinglon Farmlands is my local
patch. A 400-acre nse of
south London currently used
for waste management, it is also being
restored as a public nature reserve.
The arca hosts significant wildlifc
populations and 2!
been recorded, among them important
breeding birds including up to 25 pairs
of Northern Lapwing and, until recently,
one of Britain’s largest Tree Sparrow
populations. It’s ironic that a refugium
for farmland birds has sprung up within
built-up south London, but the site has
been spared from agricultural chemicals,
allowing once-common arable weeds to
flourish along with invertebrates and the
% birds that rely on them.
Perhaps the most important thing
&about Beddington is its potential to

aactasa major urban nature sanctuary,

connecting thousands
of Londoners directly
to nature. The benefits of such a
resource are huge, replicating the success
of reserves like the London Wetland
Centre WWT in Barnes and Rainham
Marshes RSPB on the Tharr
Beddington Farmlands has significance
in other ways too, with many well-known
British birders having ‘graduated’ there.
The list of birding alumni is impressive;
one of modern birding’s founding
fathers, Peter Grant, spent his early days
there, as did Richard Porter, Dick Filby
and much-missed conservationists Bob
Scott and Simon Aspinall. There are
also local heroes who deserve greater
acknowledgement: Derek Coleman,
Brian Milne, Gary Messenbird, Johnny
Allan, Mike Netherwood, Ken Parsley

and many more over the years.

PETER ALFREY

Tree Sparrow has suffered an estimated 93

per cent national decline between 1970 and
2008. Beddington once held one of the biggest
populations in Britain.
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@@ Failure to protect wildlife is a national problem @@
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Beyond the patch

HELPING TO SAVE
BEDDINGTON

e You can contribute to the Stop the
Incinerator campaign — visit
www.stoptheincinerator.co.uk.

e You can also join in the work of the
Beddington Farmlands group — birders,
a botanist and other naturalists

are needed to help with monitoring,

and administration, legal and public
engagement/PR skills would be

useful. Please email Peter Alfrey at
littleoakgroup@btinternet.com.

¢ |f you want to become an associate
member of the group, join the mailing
list and keep up with developments and
news on access and events, please also
email.

¢ Visit the Beddington Farmlands website
at www.bfnr.org.uk. B
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